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Overview
• Background
• Permanent Water Use 

Restrictions 
• Making Conservation a California 

Way of Life
• Non-Functional Turf
• Model Water Efficient Landscape 

Ordinance
• Collaborative Efforts
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Background

• Recent Drought Periods:
• 2007-2009
• 2012-2016
• 2020-2022

• In 2009:
• Water Conservation Act of 2009 (SB X7-7) (20% by 2020)
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Background
In 2014-2016:

• G overnor B rown Drought E xecutive Orders
• S ustainable G roundwater Management Act
• Mandatory Water R estrictions
• Model Water E fficient Landscape Ordinance Update
• Water Loss  C ontrol R eporting

In 2018:
• Making C onservation a C alifornia Way of Life Legis lation P asses  

(S B  606 & AB  1668)
• Water S hortage C ontingency P lanning 
• Annual Water Use R eport
• Annual Water S upply and Demand Assessment
• P ermanent Water Use R estrictions
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Background
• In 2022: 

• Governor Newsom Drought Executive Order

• In 2023:
• AB 1572 banning “Non-functional Turf” for HOAs and Businesses

• In 2024:
• Making Conservation a California Way of Life Regulation adopted by SWRCB 
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Making Conservation a California 
Way of Life

• Drought Risk Assessment

• Water Shortage Contingency Plan 

• Annual Water Supply and Demand Assessment 

• Water Loss Performance Standards

• Agriculture Water Management Plans
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Making Conservation a California 
Way of Life

⚬ Urban Water Use Objective Budget
￭ Outdoor res idential (flyover images)
￭ Indoor res idential (55 gpcd by 2023, 47 gpcd in 2025, 42 gpcd

in 2030)
￭ C ommercial,  industrial,  institutional dedicated landscape meters
￭ Water loss  
￭ Variance (seasonality)

⚬ C ommercial,  industrial,  institutional performance measures
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Making Conservation a California 
Way of Life

• How to reach the Urban Water Use Objective?
⚬ Alternative C ompliance P athways
⚬ Incentives/R ebates
⚬ Water R ates
⚬ E nhanced Water Waste E nforcement
⚬ Data G athering
⚬ P ublic Outreach
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Non-Functional Turf
• AB 1572- Ban on Non-functional Turf for 

HOAs and Businesses
• The legislation bans watering non-

functional grass areas, areas not used 
for regular recreation or community 
events, with potable water

• This ban will go into effect:
⚬ J an 1, 2027 - F or government 

properties
⚬ J an 1, 2028 - F or commercial, 

indus trial, and ins titutional 
properties  (bus ines s es)

⚬ J an 1, 2029 - F or common areas  
of HOAs
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Functional Turf Examples
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Non-Functional Turf Examples
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Model Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance

• MWELO provides several landscaping 
requirements, especially around water 
use on new and renovated landscapes

• Estimated water use of a landscape can 
not exceed the maximum water 
allowance
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Collaborative Efforts
• Outreach

⚬ E ducation
⚬ S chool P resentations
⚬ Tours

• C ommunity E ngagement
⚬ HOA P resentations
⚬ Tours  (Virtual)
⚬ C V  Water C ounts  C ampaign (S plash)
⚬ Agency Mailers
⚬ Marketing/Advertis ing

• E nforcement
⚬ Written Warnings
⚬ C itations
⚬ F ines
⚬ S urcharges/P enalties  (during 

drought)
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QUESTIONS?
www.dwa.org 

(760) 323-4971

1200 S Gene Autry Trail, 
Palm Springs CA 92262

Clark Elliott
Conservation Manager

http://www.dwa.org/
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