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Sorting through the news 
Colorado River update



Discussion items

q State of Colorado River

q Colorado River Negotiations Update

q CVWD Conservation efforts

q CVWD Water Planning and Management
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Colorado River news - 2022
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Colorado River news - 2022
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Colorado River news - 2023



CR background
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q “Hardest working river in the 

West”

q Supplies 40 M users in 7 states & 
Mexico

q 15 million af (maf) w/in U.S. & 1.5 
maf to Mexico

q CVWD formed in 1918 to obtain 
federal Colorado River water 
supply

q ~80% of CVWD’s imported supply

1869 - 1871
Colorado River Compact 1922

1928

Boulder Canyon Project Act

2007



Working relationships
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Delivery of water to Mexico
(Minute 32x)

Basin States

California

q Colorado River issues historically 
resolved collaboratively w/stakeholders

ü includes Federal government

q CVWD worked cooperatively with other 
parties
ü 2003 Quantification Settlement 

Agreement
ü 2007 Interim Guidelines
ü 2019 Drought Contingency Plan
ü Renegotiations of 2007 Interim Guidelines



State of the River 
Courtesy of Grist/Amelia Bates
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Negotiations update
Protect 3,500’ in Powell, 950’ in Mead

Nov 18

Oct 12

Sept

• $4 B for drought 
mitigation

• Short-term actions open

• CA parties commit to 
addn’l 400 taf/yr  

• voluntary & 
compensated

• Protection elevations
ü3,490’ Lake Powell
ü950’ Lake Mead

• 2- 4 maf/yr additional 
reductions (2023-26)

June 14, ‘22
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Jan 31, ‘23

April 
11

May 22

May 24

Jun 16

• 6-States Consensus
• CA

• USBR alternatives, 
up to 4 maf/yr 
reductions

• Alt proposal for 
addn’l 3 maf total 
(2023-26) selected

• Long-term actions 
opens

• NOI to prepare EIS 
for post-2026 CR ops 
(comments close 
8/15)
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CVWD’s conservation efforts 
q Groundwater

ü landscape plan & irrigation design ordinance 
ü large landscape smart controllers rebate program
ü turf rebate program 
ü tiered water rates

q Colorado River water
ü CVWD’s ag among the most efficient in the US 

(<3.8 af/acre-yr)
ü > 60% of customers invested in drip irrigation
ü 49-mile lining of Coachella Canal (saves 132 taf/yr)
ü ag water delivery system losses ~5.8% (closed 

pipes & meters)



Conservation in response to Federal program
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q 2022
ü 9,083 af conserved (500+ Plan)

q 2023
ü short-term actions 

o Replenishment Facilities Curtailment
§ up to 35 taf/yr for 3 years (up to 105 taf total)

o Colorado River Ag Fallowing (in negotiations)
§ up to 10 taf/yr for 3 years (up to 30 taf total)

ü longer-term actions (proposal submitted 7/18)
o WRP 4 Expansion Project 
o Golf Course Conservation Program 

Voluntary

Temporary

Compensated



CVWD water planning & management 
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q Actions intended to maintain 
groundwater balance

q 2020 Coachella Valley Regional Urban 
Water Management Plan

q Investments in new system reliability 
projects
ü Sites Reservoir Project 
ü Delta Conveyance Project 
ü Lake Perris Seepage Recovery Project

q Wastewater recycling
q Continue conservation efforts 
q Continue public educational seminars, 

workshops and classes  



Questions?
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