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A river under pressure
Colorado River update
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Colorado River in the news
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Supply update



CR background
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§ “Hardest working river in the West”

§ Supplies 40 M users in 7 states & 
Mexico

§ 15 million af (maf) w/in U.S. & 1.5 
maf to Mexico

§ CVWD formed in 1918 to obtain 
federal Colorado River water supply

§ ~80% of CVWD’s imported supply

1869 - 1871
Colorado River Compact 1922

1928

Boulder Canyon Project Act

2007



Working relationships
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Delivery of water to Mexico
(Minute 32x)

Basin States

California

§ Colorado River issues historically resolved 
collaboratively through stakeholders
ü includes Federal government

§ CVWD has history of working 
cooperatively with other parties
ü 2003 Quantification Settlement Agreement

ü 2007 Interim Guidelines

ü 2019 Drought Contingency Plan

ü Renegotiations of 2007 Interim Guidelines



State of Colorado River
Courtesy of Grist/Amelia Bates
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Colorado River
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§ In drought since 2000

§ Possibility of Lake Powell & Lake 
Mead dropping to non-operable 
levels without additional actions

§ 2 – 4 maf reductions needed from 
2023 – 26, how to achieve?

Courtesy of sky-lights.org



Ag vs. Urban, Sr. Rights vs. Health & Safety
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Agriculture (Senior rights) Urban (Junior rights)
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Response & Actions



Inflation Reduction Act funding 
(opportunities to conserve)

§ Component 1a – up to $400/af fixed price (available now)
§ Component 1b – variable pricing (available now)
§ Component 2 – long-term system efficiency improvements for 

long-term system conservation (available in 2023)
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Turf removal Moisture sensors Efficient irrigation



Reopening 2007 Interim Guidelines
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§ Modify 2007 operating guidelines to adapt to worsening conditions
ü published in Fed Register on Nov 18, 2022

§ Goal is to protect critical operating levels
ü 3,490’ at Lake Powell (min level for power generation)
ü 950’ at Lake Mead (min level for power generation)

§ Analyze following alternatives
ü No action (baseline): continued implementation of existing agreements
ü Framework agreement: additional consensus-based actions building on 

actions developed in 2019 Drought Contingency Plan
ü Reservoir Operations Modification: actions adopted under Secretarial 

authority if other alternatives/actions are not sufficient



CVWD Drought Response
§ Implemented Water Shortage Contingency Plan 

ü 6 tiers (<10% to > 50%)
ü activated level 2 & 3 mandatory water conservation actions
• reduced outdoor water budget by 10% 

ü provided rebates to promote efficiency
ü enacted drought penalties 

§ Adopted Colorado River water conservation  
ü Colorado River Water Conservation Program
ü Replenishment Facilities Curtailment Program 

§ Conducted public seminars, workshops & classes 
ü education on water conservation
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Up to 
$6/sq.ft.
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Conservation efforts pay off
§ Groundwater (municipal)

ü landscape plan & irrigation design ordinance
• 270,000 af since 2007

ü large landscape smart controllers rebate program
• 245,000 af since 2008

ü tiered water rates
• 840,000 af between 2009 & 2019

§ Colorado River water
ü CVWD’s ag among the most efficient in the US (<3.8 af/acre-yr)
ü > 60% of customers invested in drip irrigation
ü 49-mile lining of Coachella Canal (saves 132,000 af/yr)
ü Ag water delivery system losses ~5.8% (closed pipes & meters)

~119,000 af/yr



CVWD’s contributions
Answering Commissioner Touton’s call for 2 - 4 maf/yr

§ 9,083 af (500+ Plan, 2022)
§ 35,000 af/yr (2023 – 2026)

ü USBR Component 1a - Compensated Conservation Program 
ü pending approval

§ 14,000 – 24,500 af/yr (2023 – 2026)
ü potential DCP Contributions

§ Salton Sea Commitments (USBR, CNRA, IID, CVWD)
ü $250 M based on conservation efforts
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Question
s?
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Making every drop count since 1918

Questions?


