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Context 
• Physical:  

• Approx. 1,500 square miles (960,000 acres) 
• NW extension (Colorado Desert sub-region) of the Sonoran Desert 
• Extremely arid, averaging 3-4 in. of rain per year 
• Largely drained by the Whitewater River; flow is intermittent 

• Human:  
• Approx. 350,000 year-around; highs of 800,000 in January and low 300’s in July 
• Over 100,000 acres of irrigated land 
• Golfing Mecca; over 115 irrigated golf courses, many with lakes, in a desert 
• Colorado River Aqueduct and the Coachella Branch of the All-American Canal covey imported surface 

water into the Valley 
• Temperatures: Favorable Climate 

• Summer: Nighttime lows of 75°F to daytime highs of 112°F 
• Winter: Nighttime lows of 46°F to daytime highs of 88°F



What is the #1 
water guzzler in 

the Valley? 





What is the #1 
water saver in the 

Valley? 



Since June 2015, our customers have 
collectively saved more than 40.4 billion 
gallons of water, averaging 323,200 
gallons per household (432 CCF).



What is the #1 
water source in the 

Valley? 





What is the #2 
water saver in the 

Valley? 





AQUIFER



Water Conservation Campaigns: 
  

 

• Education 
• School Presentations 
• Community Events/HOA 

Presentations 
• Outreach/Marketing 
• Agency Mailers/Collateral 
• CV Water Counts Campaign 

(Splash) 
• Rebates/Incentives 
• Turf Removal 
• Irrigation Equipment Upgrades 
• Smart Irrigation Controllers 
• High Efficiency Toilets 



Water Conservation Campaigns: 
  

 

• Tools/Resources 
• FREE Water Audits 
• Water Budget Rates 
• Variances 
• Irrigation Watering Guides 
• Landscape Design Guides 
• Workshops 
• Professional Landscape 

Certification Course 
• Web Portals/Online Tools 

• Local Ordinances 
• Water Efficient Landscape 



Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 
 State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance and CVAG 

Evapotranspiration (ET) – must install more water efficient plants 
Irrigation Efficiency (IE) – must install more water efficient irrigation 
systems  
Design – Well designed landscape areas can increase irrigation efficiency 
and reduce evapotranspiration 
Ground Cover – soil covering must be >3 inches in depth to reduce 
surface evaporation and increase soil moisture 
Public Medians – no grass allowed 

 



Statewide Permanent Water Restrictions 
✓ Watering lawns within 48 hours of a rainstorm 
✓ Hosing off sidewalks and driveways 
✓ Washing automobiles without a shut-off nozzle  
✓ Overwatering landscape to a point that causes run-off  
✓ Irrigating ornamental turf on public street medians 

 





Questions? 
Comments? 

 


